COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE

PIMA COUNTY GOVERNMENTAL CENTER
130 W. CONGRESS, TUCSON, AZ 85701-1317
(520) 740-8661 FAX (520) 740-8171

C.H.HUCKELBERRY
County Administrator

November 4, 2003

David T. Hardy, President
Tucson Rod and Gun Club
8951 East Driftwood Trail
Tucson, Arizona 85749

Re: Desert Trails Gun Club and Training Facility
Dear Mr. Hardy:

Attached please find two letters recently sent to Todd Rathner of the Arizona Shooting Range
Coalition and Chris Cox of the National Rifle Association regarding the Houghton Road
shooting facility and the Desert Trails Gun Club and Training Facility. As you can see, | have
recommended that the Houghton facility be fully funded in the proposed May 2004 bond
election, and have requested an appraisal of the Desert Trails facility. Ideally, the appraisal
will be acceptable and an appropriate acquisition agreement can be reached with the owner
and the facilities can be operated as a single unit, provndlng a full range of recreational
shooting opportunities and training.

| appreciate your letter and interest. Pima County is committed to meeting the needs of
recreational shooting enthusiasts and hunters in Pima County and Arizona.

Sincerely,

C.

C.H. Huckelberry
County Administrator

CHHY/jj
Attachments

¢: The Honorable Chair and Members, Pima County Board of Supervisors
John Bernal, Deputy County Administrator - Public Works
Rafael Payan, Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation Director
Jim Barry, Executive Assistant to the County Administrator



COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE

PIMA COUNTY GOVERNMENTAL CENTER
130 W. CONGRESS, TUCSON, AZ 85701-1317
{520) 740-8661 FAX (520) 740-8171

C.H.HUCKELBERRY
County Administrator

October 30, 2003

Todd J. Rathner, Chairman
Arizona Shooting Range Coalition
P.O. Box 86733

Tucson, Arizona 85754

Re: Your Letter Dated October 15, 2003, Regarding the Desert Trails Gun Club and
Training Facility

Dear Mr. Rathner:

We appreciate your letter regarding this matter. It is our hope that Pima County will be in a
position to purchase the facility and ask that a non-profit entity operate the facility on our
behalf.

We believe that acquisition of this facility and expansion of the Houghton Road facility are
absolutely necessary to meet the needs of shooting and hunting enthusiasts in Pima County.
We have asked for a County-authorized appraisal of the facility and will be receiving the
results of the appraisal in the near future. Once received we will ask the Board of Supervisors
to consider acquisition, either directly or conditionally, based on approval of the bond issue,
which we believe is essential to complement the Houghton Road facility.

We will also ask that your Coalition and affiliate organizations consider supporting the’
Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan. As you know from our presentation to the Arizona Game
and Fish Commission, the Conservation Plan has nothing to do with and will not regulate
game or wildlife in Arizona or Pima County. Itis intended for the purpose of containing urban
sprawl, which we believe is the greatest threat to continued hunting within Pima County.

We are going to place a resolution before the Board of Supervisors for their consideration.
We hope your member organizations can support whatever actions the Board takes regarding

an open space component of a May 18, 2004 bond issue as the County has never regulated, ’
nor do we intend to regulate, hunting on County property, even if acquired for open space



Todd Rathner

Your October 15, 2003 Letter Regarding the Desert Trails Gun Club and Training Facility
October 30, 2003 _ -'

Page 2

purposes. Acquisition of open space, either through conservation easement or outright
purchase, is the most direct way to preserve hunting for future generations of Arizonans and
Pima County residents.

Sincerely,

Sharon Bronson, Chair C.H. Huckelberry

Pima County Board of Supervisors County Administrator
SB/CHHYIjj

c: The Honorable Members of the Pima County Board of Supervisors

John Bernal, Deputy County Administrator - Public Works

Mike Hein, Deputy County Administrator for Community and Economic Development
Rafael Payan, Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation Director

Jim Barry, Executive Assistant to the County Administrator

Thomas Moulton, Leased Asset and Promotion Manager



AR]ZONA SHOOTING RANGE COALITION

PO BOX 86733 TUCSON ARIZONA 85754
52.0 903 1666

'Octoher 15 2003 -

.. Mr. Chuck Huckleberry, County Admlmstrator
. County Administration Bldg

. "130 W. Congress .
- Tucson," Arizona 85701

Mr Huckleberry

 The mission of the Arizona Shooting Range . Coal1t10n is to prevent the closure of '
_ shootmg ranges m Anzona, and to encourage thelr development statewnde

The Desert Tralls Gun Club and- Tralmng Fac1ht1es a pnvate facility’ located at

7777 East Valencia Road, is facing imminent closure . due to the personal . -
o~ circumstances of the owner. “He has been forced to- place the range up for sale. For -
" it to survive it must be purchased with the intent of ut111zmg it as a shooting range.”
.+ It would be a great loss to the commumty to have it bulldozed to clear the way for
© . some other type of business. ‘ e : :

"This fac1l1ty is open to the public and provides a safe modern shootmg site for the
~holders of more than 600 individual and family memberships, plus thousands
more who shoot on a daily fee basis. In addition to recreational shooting, the
Desert Trails range is a principal firearms training facility for U.S." Customs,
Veterans Administration Hospital Police, Pima County Adult Probation, Air Force
R.O.T.C. and others. The range and the modern air-conditioned classrooms are used
for Arizona Certified CCW training and the Arizona Game and Fish Department s
- Hunter Educatlon classes, as well as numerous youth educat10n classes in gun
safety. - - »

- Closure of the facility at this time would be detrimental to these programs, and
would negatively impact thousands- of Pima County’s hunters and recreational
“shooters. Tucson is already experiencing a shortage of outdoor shooting ranges.
- With hunting season -approaching' and Pima County’s 21,000 licensed hunters
needing a place to sight in rifles, closure of the Desert Tra1ls facrlxty will send many
of them into the desert ' : '



- You are well aware of the situation regarding the Tucson Rod & Gun Club’s Sabino

Canyon Range. The effort to reopen that range could take significantly more time.

~ The planned (and absolutely essential) Houghton Road range is not scheduled to be .
operational for up to a year, and it will likely be 'several years before all of the o ’
Houghton Road amenities are in place. .While the Desert Trails Range will not -

-~ fulfill all the needs of Pima County’s shooters, it can continue meeting at least some -

of those needs while at the same time assuring that Pima County will have a great:

‘urban firearms training facility well into the future.

- -The Arizona Shooting Range Coahtxon requests that Pima County axrange 1o

purchase the facility with County funds and work with the Coalition to keep it in

- operation. The Coalition will enthusiastically assist the County in arranging to- :

.. contract out the management of the facility. If managed properly, under contract to

X a private organization, this range will be self-supportmg thus requmng Ilttle orno -
: operatlonal expense from the county : '

A Alternatwe uses of this pr0perty are extrernely lmuted due to its close prox1m1ty to -

the Davis Monthan airfield. It is, therefore, unlikely that removal of the property' ’

- from the tax base would have any negatxve revenue nnpact on the county.

: ~The Arizona Shootmg Range Coalition looks forward to working with you onthis =
_issue to find the best solutlon for Pima County and the thousands of shooters who

- " reside here.

T Slncerely,

//%—f

Anzona Shooting Range Coalition

* Todd J. Rathner, Chairman

Organizations supporting the goals of the ASRC include:
National Rifle Association

. Arizona State Rifle & Pistol Association
“Arizona Chapter of Safari Club International

, CC:

National Wild Turkey Federation

“"Mule Deer Foundation

We'wil‘l forward the names of the latest coalition members as they join.

Sharon Bronson
Ray Carroll
Richard Elias
Ramon Valadez
Ann Day
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COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE

PIMA COUNTY GOVERNMENTAL CENTER
130 W. CONGRESS, TUCSON, AZ 85701-1317
{520) 740-8661 FAX (520) 740-8171

C.H.HUCKELBERRY
‘County Administrator

October 30, 2003

Chris W. Cox, Executive Director
NRA-Institute for Legislative Action
11250 Waples Mili Road

Fairfax, Virginia 22030

Re: Your October 20, 2003 Letter Regarding Desert Trails Gun Club and Training Facility
Dear Mr. Cox:

Pima County values the many and varied shooting enthusiasts who reside in our state. We
absolutely understand the need to provide safe and efficient shooting facilities for our residents -
to enjoy. We have and will continue to act to preserve the shooting options available to Pima
County residents.

Regarding the Desert Trails Gun Club, we believe it has a place in providing comprehensive
shooting and training facilities that, when coupled with our future Houghton Road facility, will
provide an ideal combination of meeting the needs of all shooting enthusiasts as well as training
that is necessary to ensure the safe handling and operation of firearms.

We have requested and will hopefully be receiving soon, a County appraisal of the value of the
Desert Trails Gun Club and Training Facility with the intent of possibly purchasing the facility to
operate in tandem with our Houghton Road facility.

Thank you for your input in this matter.

Sincerely,

Sharon Brons®n, Chair C.H. Huckelberry
Pima County Board of Supervisors County Administrator
SB/CHHY/jj

c:  The Honorable Members of the Pima County Board of Supervisors
John Bernal, Deputy County Administrator - Public Works
Mike Hein, Deputy County Administrator for Community and Economic Development
Rafael Payan, Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation Director
Jim Barry, Executive Assistant to the County Administrator
Thomas Moulton, Leased Asset and Promotion Manager



NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
11250 WAPLES Mi1LL Roap

FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 22030
3 ‘ N m Office of the Executive Director
Sl CuRr1s W.Cox

October 20, 2003

Mr. Chuck Huckleberry; County -Administrator - = -
County Administration Bldg.

130 W. Congress

Tucson, Arizona 85701

Dear Mr. Huckleberry:

I write in support of the Arizona Shooting Range Coalition and its goal to preserve and
expand shooting range facilities in Arizona.

It has come to our attention that a private shooting range facility is facing closure. The
Desert Trails Gun Club and Training Facilities serves as a safe and accessible shooting site for
thousands of Pima County residents, including more than 600 individual and family
memberships. This facility has served both the State and the County by acting as a training site
for groups such as the Pima County Adult Probation, U.S. Customs, Veterans Administration
Hospital police, and others. The classrooms have been used to carry out Arizona Certified CCW
training and the Arizona Game and Fish Department’s Hunter Education classes.

The County has an opportunity to prevent the closure of this facility and help continue the
service that Desert Trails Gun Club has been providing to the thousands of shooting enthusiasts
that reside within Pima County. Due to urban sprawl and development the more than 20,000
licensed hunters across the County are finding it increasingly difficult to access safe and
affordable shooting facilities. If Desert Trails Gun Club and Training Facilities is not purchased
by a buyer with the intent to continue the operation of the shooting range facility, the residents of
Pima County will lose a valuable resource that thousands have come to rely on to fulfill their
shooting needs.

On behalf of the National Rifle Association and tens of thousands of NRA members
living in Arizona, I respectfully request that Pima County consider the purchase of Desert Trails
Guns Club and Shooting Facilities with the purpose of keeping it open. Through private
contracting the maintenance of this facility would be of little or no cost to the County and could
continue to preserve the rich hunting and shooting heritage that Arizonans have grown to love.



It is my hope that the officials of Pima County will do their part to help serve their
residents with well managed facilities to accommodate the thousands of residents that enjoy
shooting and hunting on a regular basis. To that end, if there is anything we at the NRA can do
to help, please let us know.

Sincerely,

Chris W. Cox 94

Executive Director
NRA-Institute for Legislative Action

CC:  Sharon Bronson
Ray Carrol
Richard Elias
Ramon Valadez
Ann Day



TUCSON ROD AND GUN CLUB

Davip T. HARDY
PRESIDENT

8951 E. DRIFTWOOD TR.
TUCSON, AZ 85749

October 25, 2003

Mr. Chuck Huckleberry, County Administrator
County Administration Bldg.

130 W. Congress

Tucson, Arizona 85701

Dear Mr. Huckleberry:

Tucson Rod and Gun Club, a 3,500 family organization, would like to go on
record as supporting the Arizona Shooting Range Coalition's position that Pima
County should purchase the Desert Trails Shooting Range, and the addition of
$2.5 million to build the Houghton Rd. Shooting Range.

It 1s apparent that Tucson has a pressing need for safe shooting opportunities.
Given our population we can estimate the over a hundred thousand Tucsonans
own firearms. The number of deer hunters alone is estimated at over 20,000. In
addition to these are law enforcement agents, CCW carry instructors, hunter
education instructors, and others who have specialzed range needs. A need of this
magnitude cannot be met by any one range.

TR&GC’s range, located just off Sunrise and Sabino Canyon, historically served
the northern part of Tucson. Desert Trails on Valencia has served the southern
portion, as will the proposed range on Houghton. Given the number of Tucson’s
sport shooters, all these ranges together will barely meet the City’s needs. Three
locations with 50-70 rifle lanes between them will leave little enough surplus to
handle 20,000 deer hunters sighting in.

At present, those needs are approaching emergency levels. As you know,
TR&GC’s range use has been suspended. The proposed county range has yet to be
built. We are now informed that Desert Trails may have to cease operation. If this
occurs, safe shooting opportunities will completely vanish for Tucsonans. The
only remaining rifle ranges would be one far up Oracle, northwest of us, and




another even farther on the road to Ajo. Hunter safety instruction anywhere near
Tucson’s center would become extinct, and 20,000 hunters would be forced (as I
have been forced in the past) to look for open desert to sight in.

David T=Hardy

President,
Tucson Rod and Gun Club
cc:
Mr Larry Audsley
ASRC

8821 E Saddleback Dr .
Tucson, AZ 85749



