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Pima County Conservation Bond Advisory Committee 
 

County Administration Building 
130 W. Congress, 1st Floor 

Monday August 4, 2003 
6:00 p.m. 

 
SUMMARY OF MEETING 
 
Note: The following is a summary of what transpired at the August 4, 2003 meeting.  Audio tapes of 
the meeting are available upon request.  
 
1. Roll Call 
 
The meeting was called to order with a quorum at 6:15 p.m. 

 
Members Present    Members Absent 
Pat King      Chuck Pettis 
Tom Sheridan     
Steve Alexander 
Paula Chronister 
Chris McVie 
Rob Marshall 
Gayle Hartmann 
 
Others Present 
Jenny Neeley 
Laura Pinnas 
Chris Vail 
Beryl Baker 
Michael Zimmet 
Sonja Macys 
Diana Freshwater 
Sherry Barrett 
Lori Woods 
David Cushman, Pima County Cultural Resources 
Jim Barry, County Administrator’s Office  
Steve Anderson, Pima County Natural Resource, Parks, and Recreation 
Christine Curtis, Pima County Real Property 
Bill Staples, Pima County Real Property 
Nicole Fyffe, County Administrator’s Office 
 
 

 
 
 
2.  Approval of Summary of the July 28, 2003 Meeting 
 
Summary was approved. 
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3. Pros and Cons of 1997 Open Space Process 
 
Gayle Hartmann, provided recommendations for this Committee based on her experiences as a 
member of the Open Space Acquisition Review Committee for the 1997 Bonds. Her 
recommendations included: 
 
�� A citizens oversight committee to oversee the implementation of the 2004 Bond 

Improvement Plan 
There was a discussion as too whether another committee was needed, because this Committee 
has been charged with doing the work that the Open Space Acquisition Review Committee did after 
the 1997 bond election.  The discussion resulted in agreement to wait and see how much work this 
Committee can accomplish. 
 
�� A flexible schedule for the order in which parcels are to be acquired  
For example, if some parcels are threatened by development, these should be moved up on the 
schedule.  Ms. Hartmann also warned about targeting parcels too precisely incase a certain parcel 
is not able to be purchased, but an adjacent and equally qualified parcel is available. 
 
�� Funding  
Ms. Hartmann recommended that the Committee somehow account for an increase in the costs of 
targeted lands over time. 
 
�� Targeting areas with broad appeal 
This included geographically diverse lands, ecologically significant lands, and other lands  
important to the community. 
 
�� Deciding on a set of criteria to identify lands within target areas  
 
There was a discussion as to how cost estimates for lands were addressed in the 1997 process.  
Bill Staples, Real Property, emphasized the problem in using full cash value as a cost estimate for 
ranch property. 
 
4. Habitat Protection Priorities in Eastern Pima County 
 
Rob Marshall presented the work he and Diana Freshwater (Nature Conservancy and Arizona Open 
Land Trust collaborative project) had completed to identify habitat protection priorities for Pima 
County’s Section 10 habitat conservation plan permit.  Information was passed out to the 
committee, which summarized the  project and included a map.  A verbatim transcript of the 
majority of this presentation will be available by the August 18 meeting.    
5. Pima County’s Application for a Section 10 Permit 
 
Sherry Barrett, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, gave a presentation on habitat conservation 
planning.  Handouts of the presentation were passed out to the committee.  A verbatim transcript of 
the presentation will be available by the August 18 meeting.    
 
6.  Agenda Items for the Next Meeting 
 
It was brought to the attention of the Committee, by Jim Barry - County Administrators office, that 
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the City of Tucson has concerns about the 2004 bond election and City representation on 
committees.  Mr. Barry passed out the Mayor and Council Memo regarding this issue, and 
discussed today’s City Council meeting on the issue. It was noted that the High Priorities map 
developed by the Nature Conservancy and Arizona Open Land Trust is irrespective of jurisdictional 
boundaries.  It was requested that staff break the map out by jurisdictions.  It was also noted that 
interjurisdictional cooperation is on going with several conservation and open space projects. 
 
The Committee recommended the following items for the August 11 agenda: 
a.   Recreation presentation  
2. Neighborhood/Community presentations 
3. Time line for completion of committees recommendations 
4. Update on City of Tucson’s concerns with 2004 Bond Election 
 
Standing agenda items: 
a.   What are the target areas for acquisition and what criteria should be used for their 

inclusion? 
b.  How specifically does the committee intend to identify target areas for acquisition? 
3. How does the committee intend to address the issue of cost estimates for acquisition? 
4. Does the committee want to provide for the acquisition of conservation easements and 

development rights? 
5. Does the committee only want to include willing sellers? 
6. How should open space bonds be divided between acquisitions of documented 

ecologically sensitive lands versus acquisitions to expand natural resource parks in or 
adjacent to the existing urban area?     

 
7. Call to the Public 
 
Jenny Neeley discussed the state trust land reform issue, which could be on next November’s 
ballot.  Ms. Neeley recommended that this Committee not be too specific when identifying target 
areas for acquisition. While certain state lands may currently be ineligible for conservation under 
the Arizona Preserve Initiative, that may change.  Ms. Neeley also reminded the committee that 
they did not have to shoulder the entire burden of financing the County’s habitat conservation plan.  
Groups are currently working on expanding other options for acquisition. 
 
8.  Adjournment 
 
The Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 


