Pima County Conservation Bond Advisory Committee
County Administration Building
130 W. Congress, 15t Floor
Monday, September 15, 2003
6:00 p.m.
SUMMARY OF MEETING

Note: The following is a summary of what transpired at the September 15, 2003 meeting.
Audio tapes of the meeting are available upon request.

1. Roll Call

The meeting was called to order with a quorum at 6:15 p.m.

Members Present Members Absent
Pat King Tom Sheridan
Paula Chronister

Chris McVie

Gayle Hartmann
Chuck Pettis
Jenny Neeley
Rob Marshall
Steve Alexander

Others Present

Beryl Baker

Linda Mayro, Pima County Cultural Resources Manager

Steve Anderson, Pima County Natural Resources, Parks, and Recreation
Christine Curtis, Pima County Real Property

Bill Staples, Pima County Real Property

Jim Barry, County Administrator's Office

Nicole Fyffe, County Administrator’s Office

2. Approval of summaries from September 4th and 8" meetings

It was noted that Steve Alexander was present at the September 8th meeting and Rob
Marshall was absent.

Summaries were approved.
3. State Land

Andy Laurenzi will be attending the next Committee meeting. Therefore this agenda item
was placed on the agenda for that meeting.
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4, Staff summary of proposals to the Committee and other target areas or properties

Staff presented the updated summary of proposals. It was explained that the Baffert
property was pulled from the proposals due to fact that U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is
currently in the process of acquire 400 acres of the property for inclusion into the Buenos
Aires National Wildlife Refuge.

Suzanne Shields, Deputy Director of Flood Control District, provided the Committee with an
update on the use of the Floodprone Land Acquisition Program (FLAP) after the flooding on
August 25t in the Canada del Oro area. According to Ms. Shields, the program had only
been used in this area 17 times since 1984, but approximately 57 property owners have
applied under FLAP after this recent flood event. Itis estimated to cost the Flood Conftrol
District $8 million to acquire eligible properties. These funds are likely to come from the tax
levy, carry over funds, a FEMA grant, and state assistance. The County is attempting to
have offers to purchase eligible properties within 30 days of inspection. During this
presentation, it was noted that approximately $700 million of requests had been made so
far for the 2004 bond election. That figure included $250 million for open space, in addition
to other department and committee requests.

As requested, the Conservation Lands System map (adopted by the Board of Supervisorsin
December, 2001 in the environmental element of the Comprehensive Plan) was provided
to each committee member, along with a large map in the room for reference. The
Habitat Protection Priorities for Eastern Pima County map (adopted by the Board of
Supervisors in May, 2003) was also available, as well as a map of other proposals to date,
and the Cultural Resources/Archaeological Sensitivity map.  Critical landscape
connections are listed in narrative on the back of the Conservation Land System map. It
was requested that the map of these connections also be provided. Staff was also
requested to develop proposals for acquisition of the Caesar property at the bottom of
Canoa Ranch, and properties connecting across Interstate 19 following the Sopori Wash.

5. Criteria for selecting target acquisition areas

Gayle Hartmann presented a list of selection criteria for consideration. It was noted that
maximizing cost effectiveness should be added to the list. The need to be more or less
specific on criteria was discussed. Some members felt that the criteria needed to be very
specific if the Committee’s recommendations are to be carried through as infended. It
was noted that the first bulleted item regarding protection of important wildlife should be
substituted with a more detailed sentence from an earlier criteria list, in order to include
certain terminology that refers back to Board adopted documents (SDCP, Conservation
Lands System, Comprehensive Plan). Rob Marshall also provided an analysis of criteria. It
was debated as to who the audience for either criteria list should be used. Jim Barry noted
that there will be a bond improvement plan and this Committee’s in which detailed
criteria could be included. One list could serve as an internal document, and the other as
the public criteria document. Also, it was noted that criteria could be used by the
Committee to identify specific parcels, or it could be used as a guidance tool for staff to
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identify targets within broadly defined target areas.

Mr. Marshall then presented an analysis of the earlier criteria and how certain criteria
conftribute to the Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan Section 10 Permit. He reiterated the
importance the Habitat Protection Priorities as a document recommended by the SDCP
Steering Committee at the end of a 5 year process, and adopted by the Board of
Supervisors in May, 2003, to guide conservation acquisitions in eastern Pima County. Mr.
Marshall stated that many of the other criteria actually overlap with the four main criteria
used to develop the Habitat Projection Priorities. Other members felt that acquisitions that
don't meet the Habitat Protection Priorities criteria are important to include in order to get
community support to for the bond election. After much discussion, a motion was made to
(1) adopt both criteria lists (Ms. Hartmann's and Mr. Marshall’s), (2) use Mr. Marshall’s list to
do a preliminary evaluation of the proposed parcels with the understanding that this
exercise would not preclude the inclusion of parcels that don't meet that criteria, (3) direct
staff to make the amendments discussed tonight to Ms, Hartmann's criteria, and (4) begin
applying Mr. Marshall’s criteria to each of the proposals by watershed, beginning with the
Southeast area. This motion passed 6 to 2.

A second motion was then made to adopt $250 million as the total dollar amount of
recommendations to come from this Conservation Bond Advisory Committee. This motion
passed 7 to 1.

The Committee then began discussing The Habitat at 36t and Kino. It was clarified that
the Neighborhood Reinvestment Bond Advisory Committee was not going to be
considering individual projects, and therefore this proposal would not be heard by that
committee. It was also clarified that the Committee cannot count on this area being
preserved for open space as a condition of a rezoning on other parcels owned by the
same owner. It was requested that staff identify the source of water for the riparian areas
on this property. Beryl Baker, member of the public, stated that the cleanup of this
property could be done by volunteers just as was done when the County acquired parcels
along the West Branch of the Santa Cruz. The committee decided to keep this proposal
for now, due to it's benefits as an urban park serving an underserved community.

7. Agendda ltems for Next Meeting

The Committee placed the following on the agenda for August 25:
Assessment of Southeast area
Assessment of area west of Santa Ritas and east of Altar Valley
State land reform update
Discussion of open space expenditure projections over a 5-year time frame

Standing agenda items:
Update on City of Tucson's concerns with 2004 bond election
Field trips

8. Call to the Public
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No members of the public spoke at this time.

9. Adjournment

The Meeting was adjourned at7:50p.m.
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